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Club Safety Officer – Mark “Gus” Grissom / Club Treasurer – Adam Heffington
Club Secretary – Keith Davis / Club Newsletter & Website Manager – Keith Davis
Next PPRCC Meeting:
7:00pm / Jun 4th (Tue) 2013
@ Pikes Peak Public Library on Union

Local RC events happening this month:
Warbirds over Denver
Warbirds over Pikes Peak

Last Month’s
Minutes . . .

Old Business:
1) Club member Greg Moore, has volunteered to act
as this year’s Event Coordinator for the Warbirds
over Pikes Peak event. Also, Gus Grissom has
volunteered to cook at the same event. Thanks
guys! Volunteers are still encouraged to come out
and help at the event anywhere they can.

(May)

Meeting Started: 7:00 pm
Meeting Adjourned: 8:25 pm
Members Attended: 25
New Members: 1 – John Hassebrock, Welcome!
Visitors: 1 – Mr. Wolfe. Welcome!

You’re having
A bad Day when . . .

New Business:
1) Club President Doug Ransom, informed everyone
in preparation for this year’s club events, Saturday,
st
June 1 will be a field maintenance / clean-up day.
The club hopes to complete table and fence repairs,
do a bit of mowing, replace and fill sand and water
buckets and clean out the shed. The clean-up starts
around 9:00 am. Everyone is welcome to come out,
bring a pair of work gloves! For safety reasons, no
flying will be permitted during the workday.
2) Club Vice President Rod Hart, informed everyone
since the USAF Thunderbirds are grounded for the
year, the local West PAC warbirds will be flying over
this year’s USAFA graduation ceremony.

“Tower tells you that you need to expedite
your take-off, there’s a B747 Heavy waiting
behind you. But you have a stomach ache and
what you really need to do is turn around and
expedite to the nearest bathroom!”

3) Club Treasurer Adam Heffington, discussed the
club’s finances for the month of April. He announced
the annual field lease bill has been paid for the year.
He also mentioned the monthly dumpster fee has
gone up to $51.00 a month.
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Gus &
Safety

Show & Sell
Item – I

By Gus Grissom

Duane Zinke’s Dehavilland Beaver

With summer now upon us, Gus spoke a little bit
about density altitude, humidity and air temperature.
Gus came up with a temperature chart showing how
we can lose engine power as temperatures goes up.
Based on 6500 ft (our airfield) and barometric
pressure of 29.92 (standard altimeter setting), you
can see how our altitude goes up as the temperature
goes up.
Temperature
60 F
70 F
80 F
90 F
92 F

Density Altitude
8,106 ft
8,720 ft
9,320 ft
9,907 ft
10,000 ft

So just keep in mind on those hot summer days, you
may need more runway to take-off and your plane
may descend out of the sky a little faster on those
landings!
Gus also brought up an important reminder; if you
are flying a gas or turbine powered aircraft, you are
required by AMA regulations to have a fire
extinguisher in your immediate area. Sorry, but
having the fire extinguisher in the back of your
vehicle does not qualify!

“This turbine powered jet caught fire while
running over 18,000 rpm.”

“Duane said that he needs to start making
room in the house for other airplane projects,
so he brought in a DeHavilland Beaver for sale.
It has a 66” ws, no servos, no engine. The
fuselage and wing is in great shape. Duane is
asking only $75.00. If interested, give him a
call at: 719-266-1191.”

Support Your Local Hobby Store!
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Joe Gilbert –
The Quadcopter Guy
By Keith Davis

Joe has been a PPRCC member for several years
now, flying both planes and helicopters. However in
the past few years with Quadcopters becoming more
popular and less expensive, Joe caught an interest
in Quadcopters and decided to give it a try.
Well it is now a few years later, and Joe is still at it,
now one of the most experienced guys in the club,
knowing the in’s and out’s of Quadcopter flying and
the mechanics of building the ideal machine.
“Close-up of one of Joe’s Quadcopters. It was
easy to get a picture of it while it is close and at
a hover!”

“Due to it’s nearly unlimited range, 72mhz and
2.4ghz radios will not work. The system operates
on UHF signals.” Joe uses a modified Futaba
radio, receiver and antenna to fly his Quads.”

“Joe is pictured here, flying one of his more
elaborate Quadcopters. This particular model,
has beyond visual range flight capability, video
and still picture capability, hover mode and
return to start point mode.”
Joe recently became a technical advisor for several
well-known businesses and they are keeping him
quite busy, on and off the airfield. But if you are new
to Quadcopters and happen to see him out at the
airfield, just introduce yourself, then start asking
questions. He’s a pretty nice guy and would be
happy to answer any of your questions!
PPRCC Newsletter

“This was the second of two Quads that Joe
brought out to the field that day. This Quad
didn’t have as many features as the one in the
previous pictures. But it could still hover like a
humming bird.”
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Fly Smart with
Smart-Fly

Presentation by Eric Sauley
Eric conducted a great presentation on the SmartFly product, the Power Expander EQ10.

“The Smart-Fly company is located in Tempe,
AZ. They also sell many other products to
enhance RC flying.”

“Eric explains in detail how the Power Expander
EQ10 works.”
Here’s how Eric explained it; The Power Expander
Eq10 can be used with any size aircraft. It has
“Smart-Sense inputs which will isolate a bad battery
pack. It supports an optional failsafe switch, which
enables or disables both batteries. It can be used
with 2-cell lithium packs if your servos can take the
voltage. It has a dedicated 5.0V, 1 amp regulator for
the receiver. The Power Expander Eq10 has servo
matching on all ten channels. This unit makes
economical sense if you were considering a Power
Expander Sport or Pro and needed more than 2
Equalizer IIs for servo matching.

“The EQ10 is basically a high tech circuit board,
capable of fine-tuning servo control, servo travel
and servo inputs. Great for large planes and 3D
flying.”
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“For more product information, you can review
their website: www.smart-fly.com or speak with
Dan at Pikes Peak Hobbies.”
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So, What is
This Airplane?

Show & Tell
Item - I

Plane submitted by Tom McCallum

Rick Paquin’s Fly-Fly Hobby F-86 Sabre

Clue #1: Made primarily of wood as metals were in
very short supply and prioritized for other aircraft,
this aircraft was nevertheless the fastest of the Axis
and Allied jets.

Clue #2: This aircraft was needed to be easy to fly.
Glider or student pilots should be able to fly the jet
effectively in combat. Hitler Youth, after a short
training, could also fly for the defense of Germany.
Clue #3: This aircraft did see limited combat towards
the end of WWII. But with only 30 minutes of fuel,
these jets became easy targets while gliding back to
their airfield.
Last month’s airplane was a DeHavilland DH.83 Fox
Moth. Tom McCallum had the correct answer along
with some additional information about the plane:
“Sticking with his new interest in jets, Rick
brought in a ducted-fan, all-foam F-86 Sabre.
It has a 55” ws, removable canopy for battery
access and is sold in 3 different color
schemes. Rick said that it is an easy flyer and
not bad for less than $200.00. But he did
mention the electric retracts could be better!”

It’s a De Havilland DH.83 Fox Moth. Proto first flown
Jan 29, 1932, after the flight it was sent to Toronto,
Canada where 53 were built, 99 were built in the UK
and 2 in Australia, total # built 154. It was the first
aircraft to earn a profit in commercial airline service
without subsidies. The 53 built in Canada were
DHC.83C, the cockpit was larger and covered, a lot
of the Tiger Moth design elements was integral to
the 83 series.

PPRCC Newsletter
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All About
Civilian Airplanes
Article by Wikipedia

Terrafugia, The Flying Car Company
Terrafugia was founded by graduates of the
Department of Aeronautics and Astronautics at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and
graduates of the MIT Sloan School of Management.
The company is a small, privately owned American
corporation, which is the only registered automobile
manufacturer in Massachusetts.
Terrafugia designs and builds small aircraft that is
“FAA Legal” and “Street Legal”. The company
currently has two flying cars in development and
should be hitting the streets, and the airways by
2015.
The Transition: It is the transportation of the future
today. A street-legal airplane that converts between
flying and driving modes in under a minute, the
Transition brings a new level of freedom, flexibility,
and fun to personal aviation. It gives the pilot the
option to land and drive in bad weather, provides
integrated ground transportation on both ends of the
flight, and fits in a standard single car garage at
home.

“Top - The Transition is designed to fold its
wings, enabling the vehicle to also operate as a
street legal road vehicle. Above - The Transition
during 2009 flight test. It carries one pilot and
one passenger at a top speed of 115 mph. A
Cessna chase plane follows in the background.”
On May 7, 2013, Terrafugia announced its second
flying car project called TF-X. It is Terrafugia's vision
for the future of personal transportation. A four-seat,
plug-in hybrid electric flying car with fly-by-wire
vertical takeoff and landing (VTOL) capabilities.

The Transition can fly in and out of over 5,000 public
airports in the U.S. and is legal to drive on public
roads and highways. It is the only light aircraft
designed to meet Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Standards, and it is also equipped with a full-vehicle
parachute for additional safety.

The TF-X has a range of 500 miles per flight and
batteries are rechargeable by the engine. It will hit
the market about six years after Transition, 2015
and 2021 respectively. TF-X is designed to bring
personal aviation to the world.

“The Transition. Their General Aviation (GA),
Light-Sport Aircraft (LSA). Its first flight was in
2009. First delivery is scheduled for 2015.
Estimated cost per vehicle is $279,000.”
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“The TF-X uses the V-22 Osprey concept with
rotating engine nacelles for landing and
transitioning to level flight.”
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Show & Tell
Item – II

Tom McCallum’s SIG Kougar kit

TF-X Safety
Operating the vehicle should be statistically safer
than driving a modern automobile.
Capable of automatically avoiding other air traffic,
bad weather, and restricted and tower-controlled
airspace.
Have a backup full-vehicle parachute system which
can be activated by the operator in an emergency if
the operator believes the TF-X to be incapable of
auto-landing.
If a TF-X operator declares an emergency (which will
automatically notify authorities of the situation), can
be landed in non-approved landing zones.
If the operator becomes unresponsive, TF-X would
automatically implement an emergency auto-land at
the nearest airport.
TF-X Simplicity
Learning how to safely operate the vehicle should
take an average driver no more than five hours.
Will give the operator significant freedom in flight –
controlled in a manner similar to steering a car.
Will be able to fly in either "manual" or "automatic"
modes between approved landing zones or airports.
TF-X Convenience
Will carry four people in car-like comfort.
Will fit into a standard single car garage.
Will be able to takeoff vertically from a level clearing
of at least 100ft in diameter.
Will be able to drive on roads and highways –
providing true door-to-door convenience and an
automotive level of weather insensitivity.

“Tom recently completed his Sig Kougar and
decided to bring it in for Show & Tell. The
plane has a foam built 52” wingspan and
powered by a 20 year old K&B .40 engine.
Should be enough power for a 6 pound airplane.
Tom hopes to fly the Kougar for the first time
as soon as the weather permits!”

“Could we possibly see one of these at a future
club meeting?”

PPRCC Newsletter
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Show & Tell
Item – III

Show & Tell
Item – IV

Eric Sauley’s Key-K Pitts Python

Duane Zinke’s home-made Pipe Dream
“This was the second plane that Duane brought
in, which he named Pipe Dream. With spare
airplane parts lying around the house, Duane
decided to put them to good use. Powered by a
14 year old O.S. .40 engine, this 4.5 pound
plane with its over-sized tires should have no
problems tackling our airfield grass!”

“Eric didn’t mess around when he brought in his
first Show & Tell airplane, the Pitts Python.
Eric installed a DA-120 gas engine with a
Mejzlik 28x10 prop, producing 55 pounds of
thrust for his 27 pound airplane. The Python
has an 85” ws and uses digital JR servos. Eric
said this is one of his favorite airplanes.”
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itself. Whatever the reason, it is the allure of the
model airplane, controlled by invisible radio wave
that causes us to return again, and again to engage
in this habit of ours.

President’s
Corner

By Club President Doug Ransom

Some say that ours is a dying hobby. To be certain,
it has changed. Once upon a time, planes had to be
built from kits, and covering them was a messy, slow
and tedious process. Even more so was the
obtaining of a bright and shiny, multi-colored finish.
One could be run from the house for the crime of
filling it with the odors of Ambroid cement and
butyrate dope.

June. The month summer arrives, at least according
to the calendar. In some respects, it seems as if the
frozen needle valve was only a few weeks ago. The
year, however, is nearly half-gone. Soon enough,
90-degree temperatures and seemingly relentless
sun will dominate our available flying days.
Sunscreen and one more bottle of water will become
required items when heading out to the flying field.
Wide-brimmed hats, shorts, and sunglasses will
replace long underwear, parkas, and knit caps.
Through the seasons, one thing remains constant.
On any given day, - weather permitting - and on
some that it doesn’t - some of us will gather our
‘stuff’ and head out to the field to engage in
something we rather enjoy - flying model airplanes.

Times have changed, and kits have largely been
replaced by pre-built aircraft sporting glossy, multicolored finishes complete with panel lines and other
such things. Airplane cement and dope have been
replaced by the pungent fumes of CA adhesives.
There are certainly advantages to many of today’s
conveniences.
One thing that remains though is the love of flight. It
is our duty to pass on that love to those who will
follow us. Get involved with that neighbor kid, or
your buddy who asks what you did last weekend.
Bring them out to the field and show them what it is
we do. The warbird event is only a few weeks away.
That is a great time to show someone what could be
the opening of a door to their satisfaction. After all,
you got started somehow, didn’t you?

Why do we do it? We spend large sums of hardearned money, then build and assemble our chosen
aircraft. We fuss and cuss about things that don’t go
well with the process, and beam with pride when
they do. We gently pack our labor of love into the
back of a vehicle, then undo the process at the other
end, being ever-so-careful not to brush the side of
the vehicle in the process.
Then we fire up an engine, which spews large
quantities of oily, smelly exhaust all over our work,
and send it hurtling down the runway or fling it into
the air - in hopes that it will stay airborne until we
deem the flight over. Once airborne, we seemingly
throw caution to the wind, causing the fruits of our
labor around the sky in maneuvers that would
seemingly destroy that which we took such care
building in our workshops, daring the earth to
interfere. Occasionally, it does - with stunning
displays of near instantaneous destruction.
However, for the most part, we land our craft gently or not - and taxi back to where we started, trying to
suppress a grin.

Do you have a story, article or a picture
that you would like to share with the
club? Get it to me at:

Lkdavis03@hotmail.com
Keith Davis – PPRCC Newsletter Editor

Don’t forget,

So then, why? Men are often said to be defined by
what we do. Most often, that has to do with our
occupation. However, that may also be said of our
hobbies and pass times as well. It may be that the
enjoyment comes from building, piece by piece, an
airplane, whether a replica of a full-scale aircraft, or
of some other design, then the pride of seeing that
creation fly. For others, it is the work in making
something look as realistic as possible. Much in the
manner of an ancient rabbinical scribe, every little
detail must be an exact replication of the original.
For others, it is the enjoyment gotten from flight
PPRCC Newsletter
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Upcoming RC Events:
 Jun 4th (Tue) 2013 – PPRCC Meeting
 Jun 7th 8th 9th (Fri & Sat & Sun) 2013 – Warbirds over Denver
 Jun 22nd 23rd (Sat & Sun) 2013 – PPRC Warbirds over Pikes Peak
 Jul 2nd (Tue) 2013 – PPRCC Meeting
 Jul 13th (Sat) 2013 – PPRCC Scale Fun-Fly
 Jul 27th (Sat) 2013 – PPRCC Electric Fun-Fly
 Aug 5th (Mon) 2013 – PPRCC Meeting
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