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Last Month’s
Minutes . . .

Meeting Started: 7:00 pm
Meeting Adjourned: 8:25 pm
Members Attended: 31
Visitors: 2

Hitec 2.4ghz module for only $25.00. The promotion
ends May 31° 2010.

4) Club Member Greg Moore, briefly discussed the
club’s beginner pilot’s training program. Greg is the
point of contact if you have any questions.

5) Club member Dan Brunson, discussed the
continuing problems that JR and Spektrum radios
are having with the Tx and Rx suddenly un-binding.

6) Important! Club member Larry Laughlin, has
arranged it so that the May 4" (Tuesday) club
meeting will be at the Aircraft Restoration hanger on
Aviation Way, starting at 7:00 pm. We will get a tour
of the installation and see how WWII airplanes are
rebuilt and restored back into flying condition. See
Larry’'s article on page 5 for more info and directions.

Old Business:

1) Club President Ben Woofter, reminded everyone
about the upcoming field maintenance / clean-up
day that will be on Saturday, May 15™ at 8:00 am.

2) Ben also discussed the proposed PPRCC
scholarship program. More research will be required
and VP Gus Grissom volunteered to take the lead in
the project for further research and discussion.

New Business:
1) Club members Larry Laughlin and Duane Zinke
recently built 12 new plane restraints. They just need

to be painted and should be out at the airfield soon.

2) Club member Larry Laughlin, also mentioned that
the next club project will be building several new

Airplane

Funnies.. ..
Submitted by: I. Crashhard

field tables for the east runway. See Larry’s “Table

Project” article on page 6 for all the details.

3) Club member Keith Davis, announced that if you
have a Futaba radio that uses a 72mhz module,
Hitec is currently running a promotion that allows
you to trade in your Futaba 72mhz module for a new

“Oh man, now | got some serious work to do.
Our warbird event is next month, and this is my
only warbird!”
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All About "

Warbirds -
By Keith Davis

2009 was the 70" anniversary of the world’s first
operational jet. Here’s the story from Wikipedia;

Just one week before the outbreak of World War I,
Germany flew the world's first jet aircraft. That plane
was the Heinkel He-178 which, had its development
been pushed, might have altered the course of
history.

The first successful flights of the world's first
turbojet-propelled airplane took place over a
German forest on August 24 and 27, 1939, with
Luftwaffe Captain Erich Warsitz at the controls.

"Heinkel He-178 side view”

The tiny Heinkel HeS38 jet engine that powered the
He-178 produced only 838 pounds of static thrust.
But that was enough to push the small single-

seat monoplane to a speed of well over 400 miles
per hour. Thus, even in its earliest test flights this
remarkable aircraft demonstrated performance
superior to that of many operational fighters.

The Heinkel jet engine was the brainchild of a
brilliant young German scientist named Pabst von
Ohain, who was only 25 years old when the
He-178 made aviation history.

Nevertheless, through the foresight of Ernst Heinkel
and the brilliant engineering of Pabst von Ohain, the
He-178 ushered in the jet age.The aircraft itself was
designed by Heinkel engineers, working under the
personal direction of Ernst Heinkel, head of the
Heinkel aircraft manufacturing company.

That firm financed the development of the He-178
without either the knowledge or financial support of
the Nazi government.

The 4,400-pound Heinkel He-178 was literally built
around the Ohain engine. It had a barrel shaped 24
foot-long metal fuselage with stubby 23 foot-wide
wooden wings mounted high on its sides.

The aircraft utilized the conventional three-point
retractable landing geatr, rather than tricycle
configuration which was later adopted for other jets.

Despite the He-178's spectacular performance, the
German Air Force at first showed scant interest in
the plane.
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It wasn't until October 1939 that high-ranking air
force officers agreed to inspect it, and although the
He-178 clearly had great potential, it was never
produced in quantity.

" RC model of the Heinkel He-178"

Slow to push development work, the German Air
Force didn't have an operational jet fighter plane
until August 1944, the Me-262, too late to have a
decisive effect on the outcome of World War Il.

Did You Know? Germany also had the world’s first
mass produced operational rocket plane. It was the
Me-163 Komet. It first flew on September 1% 1941
and had a top speed over 600 mph. Approximately
370 were built.

Did You Know? Russia also had a rocket plane
called the BI-1 “Witch’s Broom”. It first flew in 1942,
had a top speed of 620 mph, but only six were built.




From the

Safety Guy
By Rick Paquin

This is going to be just a short note on some safety
items you may have forgotten over the long -----------
long winter. | understand that the field has some
new plane restraints. I'm not sure how many new
ones we have now, SOOOO use them.

I know it's macho or cool to be able to start your
plane without one, but | will be around to remind you
to use them. If there is not one available, please get
someone to help you. It's a whole lot better to get
help than loose a finger or two, or worse.

Another item to lookout for is neck straps. Make sure
they are out of the way of the prop. If it gets hung

up in a running prop it will not be a pretty sight. For
those of you that are running gas motors, by AMA
and club rules you are to have a fire extinguisher in
your pit. The jet guys need them also.

Another little item | should bring up is, check your
flight controls on your aircraft. Make sure that they
are going in the right direction, if you are not sure,
ask someone to take a look with you. It sure beats
going out and picking up the pieces 10 or 15
seconds later.

Above all, have fun and be safe!

Upcoming RC
Warbird Events
By Keith Davis

There seems to have been a bit of confusion about
the pilot fees for the upcoming warbird events.
Hopefully this will help clear it up:

“Warbirds over Pikes Peak” (That's us!) E)ilot fees
are still $25.00 per pilot. (June 19" and 20™)

“Warbirds over the Rockies” (That’s Fort Collins),
went from $25.00 last year to $50.00 this year.

“Warbirds over Denver” (That's Jefco out at
Chatfield) pilot fees are $25.00 per pilot.

“Warbirds over Pueblo” (That’s the Sky Corral
Guys) pilot fees are $25.00 per pilot.

“Warbirds over Cherry Creek” (RC Eagles) Their
event is July 17", but | haven't heard the cost yet.

Show &
Tell — Part |

“Mike Mai talks about his Venture 60 kit project.
He hasn’t decided on the color scheme yet.”

“Duane Zinke brought in his Kaos Pink Panther.
It's ready to fly as soon as the winds die down!”

“Randy Oswald has an electric powered STA-M,
(or PT-16) detailed with over 1300 rivets!”




Show &
Tell — Part Il

“Daryl Lloyd displays his 91" wingspan, nicely
done TBM Zero. Just waiting on its first flight.”

“Keith Davis finished the 3 ™ flight on his 82"
wingspan Dehavilland Chipmunk, complete with
a smoke system.”

The “Blinking” Spektrum

Receiver Dilemma
By Randy Oswald

There was a lot of discussion about issues with
“blinking” Spektrum receivers at last month’s club
meeting. Unfortunately most of it was based on the
incorrect belief that blinking means incomplete or
incorrect binding. According to Spektrum it does not.

Blinking LED’s on a newer Spektrum receiver
indicate the receiver has decided it experienced

a power-loss or brown out situation. This is a new
feature added to the firmware when they added the

quick-connect function. Older DSM2 receivers
without quick-connect will not display this behavior.

When power is restored (or applied) to a Spektrum
receiver it does the following:

1) Immediately checks for signal from the bound
transmitter on the last two channels that were used.

2) If the receiver finds signal on those channels it
locks on and decides that the receiver lost power but
the transmitter did not. It then starts the blinking
LED’s.

3) If the receiver finds signal on two different
channels it assumes that the transmitter has been
turned off and back on since the last connection.
The receiver sees this as normal (transmitter on
before receiver) and no blinkies.

4) If the receiver finds no signal it keeps looking and
performs the test as soon as it sees the bound
transmitter come on. This is why, when you start
with both off and turn the receiver on first it usually
won't blink when you turn on the transmitter. The
transmitter will usually come up on two different
channels although there is a small chance that it
could settle on the same two again. If it does, you
guessed it, blinkies.

5) The way to clear the blinkies is to turn both off,
turn the transmitter on, and then turn the receiver
on.

If your LED’s are solid when you take off and blinks
when you land you had a power outage during the
flight. Check your flight power system! You probably
don’t want to take off if your receiver is blinking, but
your flight should be just fine if you do. This does
nothing to confirm or deny the possible existence of
other issues with Spektrum systems. It does say to
me that taking off with blinkies - no problem; taking
off solid and landing with blinkies — bad!

There is an excellent Spektrum-produced video on
YouTube that demonstrates how Spektrum and
Futaba handle power issues and explains what |
tried to convey above.

http://www.youtube.com/watch popup?v=PwnM9pB
HOOM#

Local Hobby store supporting
“Warbirds over Pikes Peak”




Tuesday evening GM meeting

at WestPac Restorations
By Larry K. Laughlin

As promised, we're going to be treated to a private
tour of a unique aircraft restoration facility right here
in Colorado Springs.

WestPac Restorations specializes in rebuilding
WWII aircraft, however also proficient in all areas of
aircraft repair, whether it be re-skinning damaged
airframes, painting, propeller overhaul,
instrumentation or a ‘from the ground up’ total new
build. The 10-15 guys that work in this facility are
truly unlimited in their abilities and | promise, you'll
be stunned and amazed at what you're about to see.

As always, you'll want to be prompt for our meeting
(7pm). You need not bring any “show-n-tell” stuff this
month. We'll gather just inside the main entry door of
the hangar facility very near where you’ll park. After
a brief club business meeting, a few staff volunteers
will kindly take us through the various shops within
the facility, providing us with a 15-20 minute
explanation of what goes on in each section and
what they’re currently working on.

Currently, WestPac is restoring a 1943 F4U-4
Corsair and an early model P-38, to name only a
couple. There is quite a bit going on under this one
roof and we’ll get a peek at most of it. Two hours will
go by amazing fast and like me, come 9pm, you'll be

saying, “oh no, it can’t be time to go already...... .

This place is easy to find. Head towards Colorado
Springs Municipal Airport, then to turn East on
Fountain towards the runways. Very soon, you'll “T”
into Aviation Way, where you'll be turning left or
North. Follow Aviation Way a mile, near the end of
the road, to 765 Aviation Way. You can’t miss it! Big
sign out front says WestPac Restoration and the
roof is checker boarded.

If you're coming from the North down Powers, turn
East on Aeroplaza Drive and onto Aviation Way.
Park in that parking lot behind the sign or on the
street and look for the double entry door, about in
the center of the building. Come on in and be ready
to be amazed!

So, What is
this Airplane?
By Keith Davis

Clue: This plane was so successful in its 18 years of
service, the basic airframe was never changed even
though over seven different variants were built.

Last month’s airplane was a Douglas B-23 Dragon.
No one guessed the correct answer.

WarBirds over

Pikes Peak 2010
By Larry K. Laughlin

Wow, the weekend of June 19" & 20" is right
around the corner. PPRC's EC is getting everything
lined up for another terrific annual event you won't
want to miss! We'll have professional audio
equipment on site providing the jams all weekend
and hopefully, some good announcing to keep
everyone informed all the while.

We've established a ‘field
clean-up day’ in May and
we're getting lined up on
the construction of
additional field assembly
tables. If we score the
great weather, we’ll all

enjoy another action

Want to share a picture, story or an airplane
project with the club? Send it to me at:
Lkdavis02@msn.com

Keith Davis — PPRCC Newsletter Editor

packed, crowded flight
line!

Please contact me
directly if you'd like to
participate as a

volunteer. We can

certainly use your help in
almost every area (cooking, parking, raffle collection,
organizing, etc.).

Email me at — Laughlin.larry@gmail.com or call 719
594-9730.




Cherry Creek
“Big Birds”
By Keith Davis

| was asked by a few key members of the RC Eagles
out of Cherry Creek, if | would mention their
upcoming “Big Birds” event in June.

So this is what | have so far:
It is a two-day event on June 19" & 20™.
Pilot's Fees are $20.00 for both days.
Plane must be at least 25% scale and have
a minimum wingspan of 81" if it is a
monoplane, or a minimum wingspan of 61”
wingspan if it is a bi-plane.
Food will be for sale at the field site.
The club is expecting donations from
vendors for some big raffle items.

I have visited Cherry Creek once before and they do
have a nice flying location, despite the small
runways. The RC club is located at Cherry Creek
State Park, just off of the 1-225 loop, east of Denver.

“Cherry Creek State Park”

Unfortunately, their event takes place the same days
that our warbird event takes place. So | guess if you
don’t feel like flying any warbirds that weekend, but
still want to go out flying, you might want to check
out the RC Eagles out at Cherry Creek State Park.

In addition, their warbird event takes place on the
same day that our club has its PPRCC Scale Fly-in,
on Sunday, July 17"™. Decisions, decisions!

You may also have to get a park pass to get into
Cherry Creek, just like at Chatfield State Park.

For more information, you can find the RC Eagles’
club website link through our club website.

Table Project

for May 2010
By Larry K. Laughlin

PPRC desperately needs ‘assembly tables’ on the
East Runway Pit area. We could use a couple more
on the West Runway Pit area as well. | propose to
assemble eight tables (final count still pending EC
approval), similar to the 4 x 8 ft we have presently
on the West. We'll have some ‘high top’ tables with a
secondary 4 x 8 shelf below and a set of ‘low top’
tables, for which larger model aircraft field assembly
and break-down can be made. Both seem to be
working well for us on the West side!

As with our current tables, the frame work will be
assembled in Steel, welded together and topped
with plywood. Once sealed and painted, these tables
will give us many many years of great service. The
EC will hammer out the details (how many, costs,
etc.), but my intention is to have the tables
assembled plenty early enough so as to be utilized
during our War Birds over Pikes Peak 2010 event on
June 18, 19" and 20™ We've got a lot to do between
now and the War Bird event, so let’s see if we can
pull this off.

For any and all PPRC members that would like to
participate, please call me directly (719 594-9730) or
email: Laughlin.larry@gmail.com for more details.

| propose to do this mass assembly project on
Saturday, May 8", starting at 8am (the first Saturday
following our Tuesday May 4" meeting at WestPac
Restorations). You'll want to pack a lunch and drink,
as well as your own leather gloves, safety glasses
and assorted hand tools that we might utilize
constructing these tables.

We will be cutting and welding a lot of steel, followed
by mounting 4 x 8 sheets of 3% inch plywood in place
and loading up onto my car trailer upon completion.
By mid afternoon, we should have all of the tables
ready to transport to our flying field! Hope you can
join us for this rewarding club project!

| recommend that you contact me no later than
Friday evening, at the number above and/or email to
confirm we’re ON for that day, pending weather or
any other changes.

Love-Air Jet Rally @ Fort Collins!
May 21 — 22" — 23" 2010
Fri — Sat — Sun




Plane Project of

The Month
By Keith Davis

This is Daryl Lloyd’'s TBM Zero that he recently
finished building. It has a wingspan of 91", weighs

28.4 Ibs and equipped with a Brison 4.2 gas engine.

“Daryl ground testing his Zero”

“Close-up of the Japanese pilot”

“The pictures don’t show it, but the plane is
highly detailed”

Daryl’s Zero is a replica of the plane flown by Lt
Minouru Susuki, a Japanese Ace during WWII. Here
is a brief synopsis from Daryl:

When it was introduced early in WWII, the Zero was
the best carrier-based fighter in the world, combining
excellent maneuverability and very long range. In
early combat operations, the Zero gained a
legendary reputation as a “Dogfighter”, but by 1942,
a combination of new tactics and the introduction of
better aircraft enabled the Allied pilots to engage the
Zero on more equal terms.

The Imperial Japanese Naval Air Service (IJNAS)
also frequently used the Zero as a land-base fighter.
By 1943, inherent design weaknesses and the
increasing lack of more powerful aircraft engines
meant that the Zero became less effective against
newer Allied fighters that possessed greater
firepower, armor, speed and superior
maneuverability.

Although the Zero was outdated by 1944, it was
never totally supplanted by newer Japanese aircraft
types. During the final years of the war in the Pacific,
the Zero was also used in Kamikaze operations.

“The Zero is equipped with functional flaps and a
retractable tail wheel”

This model is an authentic replica of the Mitsubishi
A6M2 model 11 Zero from the Japanese Imperial
Navy 12™ Kokutai (Fighter Squadron) with serial
number 3-112 flown by fighter ace Lt Minouru
Suzuki. He flew out of China during the summer of
1941 and credited with 8 victory markings, as
depicted on the tail section.
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Upcoming Events:

May 15" 2010 (Sat) — PPRCC Field Maintenance / Clean-up Da y

May 21 22" 23 2010 (Fri-Sat-Sun) — Fort Collins Jet Rally

Jun 1° 2010 (Tue) — PPRCC meeting

Jun 11™ 12" 13" 2010 (Fri-Sat-Sun) — Jefco’s Warbirds over Denver

Jun 19™ 20™ 2010 (Sat-Sun) — PPRCC's Warbirds over Pikes Peak

Jul 6™ 2010 (Tue) — PPRCC meeting

Jul 17™ 2010 (Sun) — PPRCC's Scale Fly-In

Jul 17™ 2010 (Sun) — RC Eagles’ Warbirds over Cherry Creek




