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Last Month’s  
Minutes . . .      
(February) 
 
Meeting Started: 7:01 pm 
Meeting Adjourned: 8:45 pm 
Members Attended: 33 
New Member: Randy Kennedy, Welcome! 
Visitors: 1 
 
Old Business: 
 
1) Club member Larry Laughlin, did one final pitch 
about the upcoming Jefco auction in February. 
 
2) Club member James Murphy, stated that he is 
finalizing the details on the proposed RC scholarship 
program and he should have the latest information 
at the next club meeting.  
 
New Business: 
 
1) Club Treasurer Frank Tuxworth, discussed the 
following issues: 
   
a) Club expenses for January 2010. 
 
b) The club’s proposed budget for 2010. Frank 
passed around an information sheet and the club 
members that were present, voted on and passed 
the new PPRCC budget for 2010. 
 
c) Membership dues need to be paid by the end of 
February. 2009 memberships are no longer valid. 

d) In the near future, those who operate on 2.4mhz 
radios, will be required to leave their AMA card in 
the frequency box, on the inner door. Clips will soon 
be installed on the door to place your card there. 
You are still required to use a frequency pin(s) if you 
are using 75mhz radios. 
 
2) Club member Larry Laughlin, talked about the 
recent repairs made on the east and west runways. 
It was also brought up that a preventative 
maintenance plan for the runways should be 
considered. Larry will get with Avery Asphalt and 
see what the club’s options are.  
 
3) Club member Keith Davis, talked briefly about 
some of the club’s RC events for 2010. He was then 
followed by Larry Laughlin (CD for the warbird event) 
and Rick Paquin (CD for the Scale Fly-In event), in 
which they went into further detail about the events. 
 
 

Airplane 
Funnies . . .   
Submitted by: Bob Propwash  

“Sir, this is a No Loading Zone, you need to park 
your plane somewhere else, and Now!” 
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All About 
Warbirds 
By Keith Davis 
 
During the 1960’s, the Lockheed F-104 Starfighter 
was considered one of the most advanced fighters 
of its time. And yet, Lockheed wanted to make it 
even better, and here’s how. 

“A typical F-104 Starfighter” 
 
During that same time period, the concept of Vertical 
Take-Off and Landing (VTOL) was just becoming a 
possibility and Lockheed wanted to become the 
frontrunner in that field. 
 
Lockheed’s plan was to turn the F-104 Starfighter 
into a supersonic helicopter. Proposed by Ryan 
Aeronautical engineer and test pilot Peter Girard 
(who had flown the actual Ryan X-13 Vertijet), The 
plan called for replacing the Starfighter's stubby 
wings with a triangular dorsal-mounted airfoil. 

“VTOL F-104 Starfighter” 
 
The airfoil was to spin like a helicopter blade, the 
tips of the triangle tilting to provide the necessary�
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lock into a straight horizontal position and serve as a 
traditional "wing" for conventional flight. 

“VTOL F-104 Starfighter” 
 
Fortunately, the development of the vertical take-off 
Hawker Harrier later in the decade precluded this 
seemingly suicidal concept from actually being 
pursued. 

“VTOL F-104 Starfighter” 
 
Test pilot Peter Girard was selected to fly the first 
prototype Starfighter. When the program was 
canceled, the back-up test pilot was heard to say; 
“Thank goodness for the Harrier program!”  
 
Did You Know? The Starfighter’s nickname was 
“The missile with a man in it”. It also had a few less 
flattering nicknames such as “The Widow Maker”, 
“The Flying Coffin” and “The Ground Nail”. 
 
Did You Know? The F-104N model was equipped 
with Hydrogen Peroxide thrusters to reach altitudes 
above 100,000 feet. The USAF and NASA used the 
N models for high altitude training for astronauts. �
�
Did You Know?  Between 1958 and 1960, the 
Starfighter held 5 speed records and 7 rate of climb 
records. The Russians would try and beat it, but the 
Starfigher would be flown just to retake the record. 
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Why Bother putting your Name, 
Address, Phone and AMA Number 
in the Airplane?  
By Larry K. Laughlin  
  
Recently, a RC Model landed in Woodmen Hills, 
near Meridian, North of Woodman. No name or ID of 
any sort was on board, so it becomes more unlikely 
that the owner will recover the model. This is one of 
those examples as to why it is so important to place 
your ID within the airplane. AMA requires it and it’s 
unlikely this model came from our field or anyone in 
our club. 
 
New RC fliers wouldn’t be so aware of AMA, nor the 
general rules involved with RC Modeling either (not 
operating within 5 miles of an Airport, etc…). Still, 
this sort of occurrence serves as a wake up call for 
all of us. We should all take care to make sure our 
name, address, phone and AMA number is clearly 
placed somewhere within the airframe of every 
airplane and advocate the same for all those rebel 
fliers out there, doing their own thing elsewhere, if 
possible. There’s also a liability angle not to be 
ignored as well.  
 
And for those NEW to the RC Model Airplane hobby, 
stuff a large Garbage Bag into the fuselage while 
you’re at it. It may very well come in handy later �   
 
 

Cracks, Cracks, 
Go Away! 
By Keith Davis 

“Cracks re-sealed on both runways” 
 
As many of you know, last year the club spent a 
pretty penny patching and sealing both runways. 
 
But already this year, the cracks began to reappear. 
So Larry Laughlin quickly got on the phone with 
Avery Asphalt and within a matter of days, the 
cracks were re-sealed! 
 
The club is currently working out a deal with Avery 
Asphalt to come up with a yearly maintenance plan. 

 

 

Show & 
Tell – Part I 
By Keith Davis 

“Rick Paquin – Nice looking Hanger 9 P-47” 

“Dan Brunson – Explains the Vanessa CG Rig” 
 

“Tom McCallum – With a Thunder Tiger Beaver” 
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The Cost of  
Joining PPRCC 
By Larry K. Laughlin  
 
You know, it’s pretty easy to buy an RC airplane, 
engine and radio these days. A new RC modeler 
can whip it all together, go find an empty housing 
development or open field somewhere and re-kit the 
sucker just as fast too! But what fun is that? Yes, it’s 
cheap (no AMA License required, no membership 
dues, etc.), but it’s dangerously uncontrolled and 
lonely. If the model isn’t worth much and flying RC is 
just a ‘flash in the pan’, then who cares, right?  
 
However, for anyone considering a more serious 
model, bigger, more powerful, scale perhaps, etc., 
flying off abandoned housing developments and 
rough open fields just won’t cut it for very long. It’s 
not only a bore and often doomed for the model, but 
the lone modeler learns nothing from others that 
might have ‘been there, done that’ already. The lone 
modeler is also deprived of the constant banter 
delivered by fellow modelers in a group setting, 
something we all live for. Yes, before too long, when 
the RC bug really bites, that lone modeler is going to 
want bigger, better, more powerful planes, while also 
seeking out a better, safer facility for which to fly. 
THAT is where a nice flying site and club like PPRC 
comes in!  
 
PPRC has one of the premier, absolute best pair of 
RC Model runways along the Front Range, if not 
anywhere in the State of Colorado. We’re very 
fortunate. Thankfully, we have collectively been able 
to build on the original concept out East on Judge 
Orr Road, established over 20 years ago by a band 
of lone modelers that recognized the need for a 
safer, more permanent flying site. It didn’t come 
cheap either!  
 
Most new prospective members have no clue what it 
took to build and maintain a facility such as ours. 
The amount of effort and money required to secure 
the property, develop the facility and then maintain 
such a premier flying site is huge. It takes years of 
effort and thousands of dollars to get to where we 
are right now! We must re-invest periodically too, so 
the club must build and maintain a slush fund so as 
not to lose its initial investment. It is a collective 
effort and we all can be proud of what we’ve got 
today!  
 
In 2009, our club repaved and repaired our runways, 
taxiways and pit areas, as well as made several 
other sorely needed improvements. We spent 
roughly half our savings to do it all too, but it was 
money well spent and we will be enjoying the fruits 

of our efforts for many years to come. For any 
modeler seeing our facility for the first time today, it’s 
impressive. Little would they know what it took to get 
the site to what it is today!  
 
So along comes our new RC modeler, seeking out 
something better, safer, more controlled. Our new 
modeler might have a brand new airplane under 
construction or some idea of something he’d like to 
build. One thing is for sure though – our new 
modeler doesn’t want to take any chances with it 
now and he must find a better facility for which to fly. 
Then our new modeler finds PPRC and suddenly the 
other shoe drops – ‘the costs of becoming a 
member’. Ouch!  
 
For the potential new member, the initial outlay to 
get in our club rivals the cost of a new airplane and 
engine. It’s staggering ($100 initiation, $100 annual 
dues and the $60 mandatory AMA license). I wish 
there was an easier, less painful way to bring in new 
members, but the obvious accounting brain damage 
would put the hurt on our treasurer. Our annual dues 
to STAY in the club are a bit easier to swallow when 
you consider all we’ve got and you’re aware of what 
it takes to keep our facility ship-shape and all. But 
for the new prospective member, that initial outlay to 
join our club seems huge.  
 
So right up front, a new prospective member needs 
to be made aware of the initial costs involved to join 
our group. You need to get that on the table right 
away so one can start sorting out the costs in their 
head early on. There are a few ways to soften the 
blow however. 
 
I generally tell a new prospect to first secure the 
AMA license required to fly at our field. For $60, 
they’ll be immediately legal to wiggle the sticks on 
our runway, plus they get a terrific monthly 
magazine. Then I invite the new prospect to fly a few 
times as my guest before joining the club. This way, 
I can observe what help the new prospect needs, 
hooking them up with another member or 
recommending better equipment, etc.   
 
I will advise the new prospect that they can only fly, 
‘as a guest’ just a few times at most, before we’ll ask 
that they apply for membership, but by now, our new 
prospect has a better idea of what to expect from 
our club and our facility in general. The next $200 
outlay won’t come as a surprise and it feels more 
justified.   
 
The next time you see a new prospective RC flier 
hanging over the fence, invite them in, shake their 
hands and welcome them to the club. Strength is in 
higher numbers and we should always welcome 
new, more serious fliers to our club. 
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Show & 
Tell – Part II 
By Keith Davis 
 

“James Murphy – Owner of one big 91” ws Zero” 

“Jim Terry – Final touches on his Sothwith Pup” 

“Larry Laughlin – One awesome F-18 Hornet” 
  
 

 
 

2010 Jefco 
Auction 
By Keith Davis 

 
    

 
Lots of planes . . .  
  
 
 

 
 
Lots of people . . . 

 
 

 
 
 Larry selling . . . 

 
 

 
  
 
People buying . . . 

 
 
 

I made it to the 2010 Jefco auction just on Saturday 
and it was a busy day. I saw plenty of our fellow club 
members there looking for a great deal too. Doug, 
Frank, Richard, Greg, Jason, David and Larry were 
just some of the guys there that I had to bid against! 
 
But lucky for me, I did buy a plane that I liked and 
that those guys didn’t want! So I came home with a 
pre-owned F6F Hellcat.   
 
Larry was pretty funny with his “one liners” as he 
took the stage to help auction off the thousands of 
items. I hope he still has his voice on Monday! 
 

 
Got a picture or a story that you want to share 

with the club? Get it to me by the 15th!     
Lkdavis02@msn.com 

Keith Davis – PPRCC Newsletter Editor 
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Unique Scratch  
Built Project 
By Romi Lucas 
 
Airplane name:  The Tremor. The idea for 
this model came from the first Star Wars episode on 
the planet Nabu. 
 
The model took 4 days to design and draw plans 
and a little less than 2 weeks to build. Several 
deviations from the plans were necessary in order to 
to complete. Mostly minor stuff to keep the lines 
clean and the airframe light. Dual main spars were 
install in each wing and shear webbed on both 
sides. This was done to handle the added stress of 
the nacelles wing tip locating as was the full 
3/32 sheeting on the wings to reduce twist.  

“The Tremor – Front view” 
 
Heavy duty one piece landing gear blocks were 
fabricated and gussets and light ply webbing was 
installed on all sides to reduce stress on the formers.  

 
Light ply doublers were also used on both sides of 
support formers. Mechanical retracts were fitted into 
the wing, although they will probably be replaced 
with a stronger version later on. There is a 
1/2 od aluminum tube installed as a joiner to further 
strengthen the wing.  
 
As you can see from the pic's there is no stabilizer, 
this is a flying wing design with a wide rear section 
on the fuse to aid in lift. The Fuse is a high lift design 
to further aid in lift.  
  
As with all my models a hatch was created for 
battery and servo access. I created a new latching 
system for this model since the hatch was so wide. 
This is a cam system that rotates under a pre-
installed steal rod running through the fuse. Pulling 
both sides of the cover down evenly. Dual dowels 
are installed on the front of the cover as well for a 
smooth fit. 

The wingspan is just short of 64" and the fuse length 
is just under 57". The up weight with all electronic 
and batteries installed is 9 lb 10 oz +- a few oz. The 
wing inner cord is 21" ad the outer cord is just over 
13". The wing has a 20 degree taper and is 2" thick 
at the inner cord. Sorry but I don't know the wing 
area. 

“The Tremor – Front view” 
 
The model is powered by 2 e-flite 32 bl electric 
motors with 60 amp burst draw. Each of these 
motors are rated for 700 watts power giving this 
model a total watts power of 1400 
at 14.8 volts. The power to weight is about 1.45 to 1. 
Should be more than enough thrust.  
 
Two 14.8 volt 5,000 mah batteries are paralleled, 
providing 10,000 mah battery power. I used 2 
Scorpion 70 amp ESC's to control motor operation.  
Hitec HS 428 bb servos are used for flight surfaces. 

“The Tremor – Side view” 
 
From the Editor  - As you can see, Romi has quite a 
talent of building planes from scratch and getting 
them to fly! Many of us have seen some of his 
amazing and one-of-a-kind projects that he brings 
out to the field. Keep up the good work! 
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Wow! That 
was Close! 
By Keith Davis 
 
Have you ever gone out to the flying field and you 
had the flying field all to yourself? Well I did that one 
day last month, thinking that I should have a nice, 
peaceful day. 
 
I brought out my Me109 to get a few more flights on 
it since its been trouble since I bought it. Like most 
people, I started the plane and leaned over the 
engine to do some fine-tuning before it was ready to 
go. 

“My troublesome Me-109” 
 
Just as I got the engine running just right, I backed 
away from the plane and the spinner suddenly 
exploded!  Pieces went flying everywhere and I 
immediately shut the plane down. 
 
After a quick inspection, I didn’t see any obvious 
damage other than the missing spinner. But as I 
began to move around, I noticed that my jacket was 
now stuck to my shoulder. So I looked at my 
shoulder to see what the problem was and I noticed 
a piece of the spinner was stuck in my jacket. 
 
One of the sharp pieces went through my jacket, 
through my sweatshirt and through my T-shirt, then 
stuck into my shoulder. Well, being an old Army vet, 
I’ve seen worse, so I just pulled the fragment out.  
 
Once again, I did a quick inspection, and everything 
was ok, besides the minor hole in my shoulder. So I 
decided to still go fly. I still had the field to myself! 
 
But now, the Me-109 was missing its spinner and it 
had a nice 6 inch diameter of flat drag right on the 
nose. But I didn’t think about that at that time.    

The plane took-off ok but after that, it could not 
accelerate because of all that nose drag. It was 
flying on the edge of stalling at every moment. 
 
Somehow, I managed to get it under control and 
brought it around for a safe landing. That was 
enough for me, It was time to go home!  
 
As I was driving home, I began to realize how lucky I 
was today. First of all, I was at the airfield by all 
myself without a cell phone. Secondly, the piece of 
spinner that hit me in the shoulder, could have 
struck in my eye or my neck. So this story could 
have had a different ending. And lastly, I was still 
determined to fly and I almost lost my airplane!  

“Pieces and parts of the spinner that I could find.  
The ink pen to the right is to give some scale on 

how big and small those flying pieces were.” 
 

So the next time that you have the airfield all to 
yourself, make sure that you have a plan to get help 
in case you get hurt. And if there is something wrong 
with your plane, get it fixed before you fly it, it can 
always fly another day. 
 
By the way, I still have the Me-109, I’m just looking 
for a safer replacement spinner! 
 

 

New Gate 
Combination 
 
As of March 1 st , the field gate will have a 
new lock combination. If you have paid 
your 2010 club dues, then you will be 

able to get the new combination. 
 

 And don’t forget, if you are the last to 
leave the airfield, lock the gate! 
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  Upcoming Events:  
 

· Mar 1st 2010 (Mon) – PPRCC meeting 
 

· Apr 13 th 2010 (Wed) – PPRCC meeting 
 

· Jun 1 st 2010 (Tue) – PPRCC meeting 
 

· Jun 11 th – 13th 2010 (Fri & Sat & Sun) – Jefco’s Warbirds over Den ver 
 

· Jul 6 th 2010 (Tue) – PPRCC meeting 
 

· Jun 19 th – 20th 2010 (Sat & Sun) – PPRCC Warbirds Over Pikes Peak 
 

· Jul 17 th 2010 (Sun) – PPRCC Scale Fly-In 
 

· Aug 15 th 2010 (Sun) – PPRCC Family Day / Swap Meet  
 

�
�
�
��  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


